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credit to her housekeeping, when an answer arrived which
deferred it all. Mr. Bingley was obliged to be in town the
following day, and, consequently, unable to accept the
honour of their invitation, etc. Mrs. Bennet was quite discon-
certed. She could not imagine what business he could have
in town so soon after his arrival in Hertfordshire; and she
began to fear that he might be always flying about from one
place to another, and never settled at Netherfield as he ought
to be. Lady Lucas quieted her fears a little by starting the
idea of his being gone to London only to get a large party for
the ball; and a report soon followed that Mr. Bingley was to
bring twelve ladies and seven gentlemen with him to the
assembly. The girls grieved over such a number of ladies, but

were comforted the day before the ball by hearing, that ﬁ \

instead of twelve he brought only six with him from Lon- & "y
don—nhis five sisters and a cousin. And when the party

entered the assembly room it consisted of only five altogeth- "]
er—Mr. Bingley, his two sisters, the husband of the eldest, E\%%&%Y

and another young man.
Mr. Bingley was good-looking and gentlemanlike; he had a

pleasant countenance, and unaffected manners. His
sisters were fine womef/eaﬂ\if decided fashion. His
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